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INTRODUCTION
Legionellosis, acquired by inhalation or aspiration of Legionella spp., represents a range of infections from flu like syndrome to fatal pneumonia. This bacterium is known to be present in natural environment and artificial aquatic sources. Especially, artificial aquatic sources including potable water, cooling towers, fountains, storage tanks, and tap waters are important sources for both nosocomial and community-acquired Legionella infections [1] .
Since contamination of the aquatic environment by this bacterium could lead to outbreaks of Legionella infections, surveillance study of Legionella microbes in water resources is important for controlling legionellosis.
Bangladesh is a tropical Asian country with rapid urbanization including cooling tower construction where pneumonia is one of the leading causes of death in children and adults. Although suspected cases of legionellosis in Bangladesh children were reported, the source of this infection was almost unknown there [2] . Recent research revealed that Legionella spp. is a causative agent of respiratory tract infection in Singapore, Thailand and India, which are also tropical monsoon countries in Asia [3] [4] [5] [6] . Moreover, no data regarding Legionella contamination in The Asia Journal of Applied Microbiology subgroup was also reported as a cause of outbreak and of a fatal nosocomial infection [13, 15] . Although whether this environmental isolate leads to clinical legionellosis remains unclear, the current research provided, partly at least, a clue to explain largely unknown epidemiology of respiratory tract infection among Bangladesh community.
This study has several limitations. One is the small size and number of water sampling leading to potential underestimation of the prevalence of this microorganism. Moreover, we are unable to further discuss the relationship between this environmental isolate and clinical setting due to the lack of the matched clinical isolates.
Despite of these limitations, first isolation of possible pathogenic bacteria within a small number of water samples has a great importance to lead the public health authority in Bangladesh for appropriate management of water reservation-distribution systems.
In conclusion, water in Bangladesh is associated with risk of Legionella contamination and urbanization including cooling systems may be one of the major contributory factors behind this contamination. This is worth to conduct further epidemiological study with large number of water sample to confirm the prevalence of Legionella spp. in Bangladesh aquatic environment. Funding: This study received no specific financial support.
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